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PREFACE 


HOSE, modern Authors that 
treat of the ancient Military 
Diſcipline of the Romans dif- 
fering moſt of them in their Senti- 
ments, and the Plans they give us on 
that Subject, more or leſs 

material Points, I have with the grea- 


ter Care at my leiſure Hours in Quar- 
ters examin'd ſuch of the Ancients 
themſelves as give the moſt Light into 


in lome 
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theſe Matters. And as Polybius i is the 


only one of them that gives the De- 
ſcription of the Roman Camp, I have 
ſtudied his Senſe about it to the beſt of 


my Ability, andattempted a Plan ac- 
| A 3 cording gly 


(2) 
cordingly for which the following 
Rules are offer d as Authority. 


And here I think my ſelf oblig'd to 
ſhew wherein Lipſius, and other mo- 
dern Writers on this Subject, ſeem 
to have departed from the Rules Poly- 


bins has deliver'd, and their Conle- | 


quences, whom nevertheleſs they all 
protels to follow. 


I. Lipſius makes his Camp 33 Foot 
longer from Front to Rear than it is 
broad, contrary to the Rule which 
Polybius gives for keeping the Whole 
to an equilateral Square. And if to 
the ſaid 33 Foot we add 50 Foot of 

Ground more he leaves out croſs the 
Camp, allow d the Tribune for their 
Horſes, Beaſts of Carriage, and other 
Equipage, by the Rule » the Diffe- 
rence will be 83 Foot. „ 


(3) 


He leaves out 20 Footof Ground on 
each ſide the Depth of the Forum, and 
0u#ftorinm which belongs to the 
Guards, their Ground commencing 
from the laſt Tents of the 7ribunes 


by the Rule =, whereas Lip ſius begins 


it 20 Foot diſtant from the ſaid Tents. 


He takes up ground among the 
Guards for 60 FE; 


ly exceeding what commonly attend- 
ed one Conil with two Legions, and 
the ordinary complement of Allies. 


And thus 7 quartering ſuch a 
0 


unteers among the 


Number of 


Guards, and leaving out Part of their 

Ground as above, it comes to paſs he 

has ſo many of the Extraordinary 
5 . 5 more 


orſe and 640 Fot. 
LYolunteers, which is a Number vaſt- 
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(4) 
more to quarter in the Rear, that in 
giving them Ground, he has taken up 
83 Foot in depth croſs the Camp (the 
Difference above mentioned) more 
than can be compris d in the equilate- 
ral Square, and obſerve the Rules Po- 
[ybius has deliver d. . 


He takes up abſolute Ground for 
the CQuæeſtor and two Legati excluſive 
of the Publick, which he has no Au- 
thority for:. Pe 


Io Pohhbushasomitted to men- 
tion the Quarters of the Prefect; of 
the Allies, their Ground falls out na- 
turally to cover their own Horſe and 
Foot, as the Tribune Quarters do by 
the Rule ». but Lip ſius contrary to this 
Rule extends the Tents of the Præ- 
fecti 29 Foot beyond what covers their 

1 own 


(5) 


1 and ſo intrudes upon a 


Paſſage of 50 Foot which would o- 
ther wiſe be left from the Principia to 
the Horſe- Guards, and muſt be con- 
venient to them as they front the Fo- 
rum, and Cuæſtorium: Beſides this 50 
Foot makes a handſome Diſtinction 
between the 7ribunes Tents and thoſe 
of the Prefect, and anſwers the 
Street left between their reſedctive 


Tr OOPS. | 


II. The Plans we commonly meet 
with of the Duke of Rohan are none 
of them methodically drawn, but it 
We examine his Explanation, and the 
Line of Dimenſions each way, we 
ſhall find he has left out with Lip ſius 
the 50 Foot of Ground croſs the 
Camp allow'd the Tribune for their 
Horſes, G c. . 


(6) 


He takes up 50 Foot of Ground in 
Depth too much for the Quarters of 
Part of the Extraordinary, Supernu- 
meraries, and Strangers, which an- 
ſwering what he left out of the 7ri- 
bunes, is the Reaſon his Camp conti- 


nues a Square. 


Fe ſeems entirely to have miſtaken 

the Senſe of Polybius in his diſtributi- 
on of the laſt mentioned Quarters in 
the Rear. 35 


And in this Plan we likewiſe find 
the Forum divided into ſeveral Parts, 
one for the Cloathing, one for the Ar- 
tillery, one for the Proviſions, and a- 
nother for the Arms: And tho we al- 
low it was not the Author's Intention 
to divide the Forum ſo, but the Uue- 
e Nil'yrium, 


703 
ſtorium, yet for making ſuch a particu- 
lar Diviſion of that Ground he has no 
good Authority. _ „ 


, 


III. Sir Henry Favile in his View of 
the military Affairs of the Romans 
gives a Deſcription of their Camp, 
which he brings to an equilateral 
Square: But upon Examination we 
ſhall find he has made it 32 Foot too 
broad, by allowing each Line of the 
auxiliary Horſe 16 Foot in Depth. 
more than their Proportion. oY 


K. 4 


He leaves out croſs the Camp. 50 
Foot in Depth allow'd the7r:bynes for 
their Horles, c. And takes up 82 

Foot of Ground in Depth too much 
in the Rear of the Camp for the Ex- 
traordinary that remain after com- 


1 pleating 3 


J 


pleating the Guards, and for Super-nu- 
merary Allies and Strangers, which 


juſt anſwers the 32 and 55 Foot above 
mentioned. 


He makes the Forum and Quæſtori- 
um too large 5 and the Quarters of the 
Guards too little, as the following 


And among other Miſtakes inthe 
Prafects Quarters, he extends their 
Tents 50 Foot beyond what covers 

their own Troops. * 


I have met with many other mo- 
dern Authors on this Subject, but 
none of them who, beſides other O- 
verſights they may have committed of 
their own, Have not retain d ſome of 
the principal Errors already taken 
5 Notice 


09) 
Notice of; and therefore think it 
needleſs to give the Reader any further 
Trouble upon this Head. 


As to the Plan now offer d, the 
Whole makes an equilateral Square, 
which. I ſhall here prove was the Fi- 

re conſtantly us'd by the antient 
Now ans for: the encampment of. a 


For Polybuus tells us in his ſixth: 
Book, juſt before the Rule that 2e 
Romans had. one plain e Method 
of. encamping,, Which. they us d at all. 
Times., and. in all P ace. LECT 


c« Fas &uror; ( Pwraoinc) gepiIH log a rep 1e pe, w Xp AD 
4 4924 . And at the Cloſe of his 
Diſcourſe on this Subject, he tells us 
the Romans chear fully underwent the 
B 2. Labours 


(10) 
Labour of fortifying, © e ite, G 
0 pipe x) av itim g hs a ad rue Becauſe Of 
it's Facility by Practice, and their ha- 
Ding always one and the ſame known 

| Method of encamping. Therefore the 
Romans, having once brought it to 
Perfection, never alter d their Method 
of encamping. | 


Beſides the Rule mark de? and o- 
ther Paſſages in our Author to the 

ſameè Purpoſe, he tells us after the 
Rule » if the two Conſuls drew their 
Armies within one Fortification, we 
muſt imagine each Army encampt as 
he has there preſcrib'd, and joyn'd 
Rear to Rear. And when this hap- 
pens, (ſays he) the Figure 7s a Paral- 


lelogram, the Area double, and the Pe- 
rimeter once and un half, that of the 
Fo CN OO SE 


0 IT ) 
Former: That is, of the ſingle Camp 
he has there above deſcrib d. * cu. 


ec 


roba vd wav ex rapdtumcc, 75 & Mpio drr nc on & æpbeber, Thy BÞ Te2i- 
<« lere , Nov it's evident that the 
Perimeter of two equal equilateral 
Squares joyn d as Polybius imagines 
Will be exactly once and an half the 
Perimeter of the one: And conſe- 
quently if the two equal Figures dif- 
fer ever ſo little from equilateral 
Squares, the Perimeter of the two 
When joyn'd as above will be greater 
or leſs than the Perimeter of the one. 
But Polybins ſays the Perimeter of the 
_ two Conſular Camps (as we may call 
them) joyn'd Rear to Rear is once 
and an half the Perimeter of the one; 
therefore the Figure of the ſingle 
Conſular Camp was an equilateral 
Square. Rut it has been ſhewn above 
that the Romans never alter d wu 
Me- 


Ds. 4 , —_ ng I | ; n | mu 
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© 12 ) 
Method; therefore the Figure con-- 
ſtantly us'd by the ancient Romans for 
the encampment of a Conſular Army 
was an equilateral Square. MWhich 
was tobe prov d.. 


And this Figure ſeems the only one 
that could ſo well anfwer their Pur-- 
poſe; for if we examine the whole 
Diſpoſition, we ſhall find no Ground 
loſt, nor any wanting to make it more: 
regular, beautiful or convenient. And 
Method be conſider' d at the ſame 
time, I don't know but it may be al- 
low d the beſt human kind was capa- 
ble of inventing, till the uſe of Fire- 
Arms made ſome alteration neceſſary. 


Polybius allows 50 Foot in Depth 
from the Forum to the-[ribunes Tents 
„ for 


(13) 
for their Horſes, Beaſts of Carriage, 
and other Equipage as is plain by the 
Rule , in conſequence of which all 
Authors I have met with, tho' they 
leave out moſt of them the Ground 


for the Horſes, &c. take up 50 Foot 


in Depth for the Tribune Quarters, 
which admitted to be right (as in my 
humble Opinion it maſk 

metry of the whole Diſpoſition be 


deſtroy d) we ſpall find in the follow- 


ing Rules ſufficient Authority for eve- 
ry other Part of the annex d Plan, ex- 


cept for the Depth of Ground for 
quartering what Extraordinary re- 


main after compleating the Guards, 


and for ſupernumerary Allies and 


Strangers, in the Rear: And this we 
{hall alſo prove to be true, the Poſfu- 


latum for the Tribunes Quarters being 
admitted. For the Dimenſions 
| 8 mark d 


or the Sym- 
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(14) 


mark d upon the Line a from Side to 
Side along the Front are all abſolute, 
as the following Rules will ſhew : And 
allowing as much in Depth for the 


Tribunes Quarters as Polyb14s gives for 
their Horſes, &'c. the following Rules 


will ſhew all the other Dimenſions 


mark'd upon the Line a from Front- 
to Rear to be likewiſe true, except for 


the above mention'd Ground in the 


Rear. But the whole Figure has been 
prov'd to be an equilateral Square ;. 
therefore the Depth. of that Ground 
muſt be as much as compleats the- 
Square, viz. 66+ Foot. Which was. 


to beproV'd.. 


It will appear from the Dimenſions: 
of A Tr OOP and Maniple / that the 
Ground allow'd each Man at the ordi- 


nary Eſtabliſhment of a Legion, vi. 


4200 


Ca) 
4200 Foot and 300 Horſe, is as much 
to each Horſeman for himſelf and 
Horſe as makes a Square whoſe Side is 
18.25 Foot; andto every Footman as 
muchas makes a Square whole Side is 
7.71 Foot. Which diſpos'd to the 
beſt Advantage, if we deduct from it 
each Man's Share ſufficient for Galle- 
ries to paſs from Front to Rear be- 
tween the Files, for Porticos along the 
Front of each Troop and Maniple, 
for Kitchens, and ſuch other Con- 
veniencies, we ſhall find comfortable 
Room left for every Man's Quarters, 


andnothing ſuperfluous. 


Accordingly the annex d Plan con- 
tains Ground, beſides the Principal 
Officers Quarters, publick Streets, 
Oc. for two Roman Legions, and the 
)) nl __ ord 


( 16. ) 
ordinary Complement: of Auxilia-. 
ries (Which was an equal Number of 
Foot, and double the Number of 
Horſe, with about 150 Volunteers 
(Jo quarter'd among the Horſe and 


about 100 among the Foot- Guards) 
and the two vacant Places in the Rear, 


o - 


mark d 25, for the Accommodation 

of any 1 Allies or Stran- 

gers that might occaſionally. aide ac. 
— to the enen K Rule 7. 


And as the Guards were com pos "4 1 
of the Choice of the Extraordifiary, 
and ſome of the Roman Gentlemen 
that ſery'd out of Reſpect to the Con- 
ful, as appears by the Rule the more 
ſuch Volunteers there — d to be, 
the more of the Extraordinary were 
lefes to be * din the Rear purſu- 


; 


ant 


{s7) 
ant to the Rule = as the fewer were 
left to quarter there when the Num- 
ber of thoſe Gentlemen was leſs. 
From whence. it is plain that the 
Ground left for ſupernumerary Allies 
and Strangers was encreas d or dimi- 
mih'd according to the Number of 
Roman Volunteers that {erv'd in the 


Our Author informs us in the ſame 
Book after the Rule +, that two Sides 
of the Camp were fortified by the Al- 
lies, and two by the Romans, by each 
Legion one Side: And they always 
purſuing one and the fame plain Me- 
thod of encamping, as has been ob- 
ſerv'd before, we may thence con- 
dclude that each Man ſoon became ac- 
quainted with his own Share of the 
VVV 
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been taken 


C16 ) 
Work, and how to perform it quick 
and well. So that it could hardly be 
reckon'd a Fatigue among the Romans 
to {ſhift their Camp :- Neither were 
they oblig d to lengthen or- ſhorten 
their Marches as the-Grecrans, and o- 


ther Nations frequently did, merely 


for the- fake of Situations ſtrong by 


Nature, to avoid the Expence of La- 


bour in fortifying. 


But I ſhall only mentive one parti- 


_ cular Advantage further the Romans 


ſeem to have obtain d by their Manner 
of encamp N which perhaps has not 
Notice of before. 


If we ſuppoſe the Conſular Army 
drawn out in Order of Battle before 
any one Side of their Camp, accord- 


Ing 


a 


ing to the Ground * Czſar gives for 


{1x Legions when drawn up, the Foot 


will extend juſt ſo as to be cover'd by 
their own Fortification. This Ad- 
van tage will likewiſe continue to any 


Number of Legions not exceeding. 


ten: That is, if we ſuppoſe them 
encampt as the Romans are in this 
Plan, the Front or Rear Line of the 


Camp will extend ſo as to cover the 
Foot when drawn out in Order of 
Battle. And what great Uſe this fre- 
uently was to the Romans L refer the 


Curious tothe beſt Authority, Cæſar 


himſelf. 


Ihe Rules I have wrought by:are: 
Here inſerted in the Original for the 
Eaſe of ſuch as ſhall examine how far 


Lib. 2. . Gal. cap, 8. 


a - 
4 

l ? 

W 


n 


r 
Ihave taken the Senſe of Polybius 


right, to whoſe Judgment I ſubmit 
this {mall Performance. And if it 


ſhall appear that I have hit of the 
Truth in the main, which is all I pre- 
tend to, hope the Reader will excuſe 
what Imperfections of leſs Moment 
he may And in a Matter of ſo great 


Antiquity. 


N. B. E the Preface Page. Line 10. read reſpective. 
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POLYBIUS Ibis 


A. HIS is the Method of their (the Romans) 
encamping. Ground being taken for the 
Camp, the moſt convenient Part of it for 
Proſpet, and Command, is aſſign'd for the Præto- 


rium, or General's Tent: and where they deſign to pitch 
it, they fix a Standard, and lay out round it a ſquare 
Plot, ſo that each ſide be one hundred Foot from the 


Standard, and its Area contain four Acres. 
B. And always towards one ſide of this Figure, which 
appears the moſt commodious for Water and Forrage, 


the Roman Legions are poſted in this manner. There 
being ſix Tribunes, as has been obſerv'd before, to e- 
very Legion, and two Roman Legions under one Con- 
ful, it's plain there muſt be twelve Tribunes to ſerve 


under one Conſul : all whoſe Tents are pitch'd upon a 


right Line, parallel to the aforeſaid choſen ſide of the 


Square, but diſtant from it fifty Foot; which is left a 


Place for the Horſes, Beaſts of Carriage, and other E- 
quipage of the Tribunes. Theſe Tents, with the back 
Ss irt 
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PF EE Y B-LIU-S,- Lib. 6 5: 
Part to the ſaid Square, are rang'd facing outward, to 


that ſide which we ſhall take notice of till as the Front 


of the whole Scheme: and are equally diſtant from 


each other, ſo as to cover the whole Depth of the 


Roman Legions. 
T. The Tents of the * Præfecti of the Allies extend. 


ed, ſo as to cover the whole Depth of their Horſe and 


Foot, with the ſame Ground behind for their Baggage, 
as the Tribunes of the Romans have. 

A. Again, having meaſur'd. one hundred Foot for 
ward from the. ſaid Tents, from the right Line, inclu. 
ding that ſpace, and parallel to the Tribunes Tents, they 
begin to encamp the Legions, obſerving this order. 


E. Having biſected the aforeſaid right Line, at right 
Angles from thence, oppoſite to one another, they 
range the Horſe of each Legion, leaving a ſpace between 


them of fifty Foot, thro' the Middle or Center of which 
runs the ſaid Line of Section. And the Ichnography for 


the Tents of the Horſe and Foot is alike, the whole Figure 


of a Maniple, as well as of a Troop, forming a Square, 


which faces the open ways, and hath a determin'd Length, 
upon the direct Street, vi. one hundred foot, the breadth 
of which for the moſt part they make equal to the Length, 
except for the Allies, and their own Triarij; and when 
the Legions arc at a higher Eſtabliſhment, they add to the 
Length and Breadth of this Figure in proportion. 
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* This Part is omitted by e thro' Inadvertency, o or that he thought 
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P-O-LY BI US; Lib, 6. 7 

Z. Moreover, this diſpoſition being made of the Horſe 
againſt the middle Tents of the Tribunes, like a Street 
traverſing the ſaid right Line, and Interval before the 
Tribunes Quarters (for all theſe Intervals, as they are 
fill'd the whole Length on either ſide, ſome with Troops 
of Horſe, and ſome with Maniples of Foot, reſemble the 
Streets in a Town) I fay, behind the ſaid Horſe, they 
poſt the Triarij of either Legion, to every Troop a 
Maniple in the ſame Figure, joining one another, but 


fronting contrary to the Horſe; and make the Depth 


of each of theſe Maniples equal to half its Length, theſe 
being in number equal but to half the other Parts, 
(the Principes and Haſtati) wherefore, tho' the number 
of Men in theſe Diviſions be often unequal, yet by al- 
tering only the Depth in Proportion, it happens they 
all continue ſtill equal in Length. 
H. Again, oppoſite to the Triarij, they poſt the Prin. 
cipes fifty foot diſtant from them. And theſe lying 


upon the ſaid Intervals, two more Streets arc form'd, 


taking their Beginning and Entrance as the Horſe do, 
from the ſaid right Line, à hundred foot interval 


before the Tribunes, and ending at that ſide of the 


Camp which we have taken notice of from the begin- 

ing as the Front of the whole Figure. 
Si. In like manner next the Principes, behind them, 
they encamp the Haſtati, ſo that their Tents touch each 
other, but front a contrary way. And there being ten 
Troops or Maniples in each Corps of a Legion, according 
to 
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EO LIT IBI US, Lib. 6. 9 
to the firſt Diviſion, it happens all the Streets are equal 
in length, and their Segments even towards the Front- 
ſide of the Camp, facing which the laſt Troops and Ma- 
niples arc always poſted, 

I. Leaving a Space of fifty Foot from the Haſtati, 
they poſt the Horſe of the Allies oppoſite to them, be- 
ginning and ending at the fame right Lines. The Num- 
ber of Allies, as I have faid beforc, is equal in Foot to 
the Roman Legions, from which is drawn the Extraor- 
dinarij, (viz. one fifth part) and double in Horſe ; from 
which one third part is likewife drawn for Extraordinarij. 
Wherefore by increaſing the Breadth of their Ground 
accordingly, the Length becomes __ to the Roman 
Legions. 


K. All the five Streets thus finiſhed, in like manner 
turn'd back to back to the Horfe, and augmenting the 
Depth of Ground in proportion, they encamp the Foot 
of the Allies fronting the Rampart, and each * tranſ- 

verſe Side of the Camp, And here it is to be obſerv'd, 
that the Centurions have the firſt Tents upon the Right 
and Left of each Maniple. 


A. . in diſpoſing on either Side the Horſe, 
after the manner abovemention d, they ſeparate the ſixth 
Troop from the fifth fifty-foor, and obſerye the ſame in 

the Maniples of Foot; ſo that another Street oy form d 
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PF EL -2- B21: D'S, s. £8 
thro' the middle of the Legions, perpendicular to their 
Rows of Tents, and parallel to the Tribunes, which they 
call Quintana, or the fifth from its traverſing the fifth 
Troops and Maniples. 

M. The Ground lying behind the Tribunes Tents 
joining on each ſide the Prætorium, is appointed one 
part for the Forum, and the other for the Quæſtor, and 
the Proviſions, ec. under his Charge. 

N. From the laſt Tent of the Tribunes on either ſide 
backward, and in Order as to front, &c. perpendicular 
to the ſaid Tents, are diſposd the choice Men drawn 
out of the extraordinary Horſe, and ſuch Voluntcers as 
ſerve out of honour and reſpect to the Conſuls. All. 
theſe are quarter'd toward the right and left Sides of the 
Camp, fronting part of them the Quæſtorium, and part 
on the other ſide the Forum: And for the moſt part 
it happens, they have not only their Quarters in Camp, 
near the Conſuls, but upon a March, and other Occa- 
ſions, they perform their whole Duty and Service about 
the Conſul and Quæſtor. 

Z. And turn d a contrary way to theſe ſelected Horſe, 
ſo as to face the Rampart, are poſted the Foot, who 
have the ſame Duty aſlign'd them as the formention'd 
Horſe. 

O. From thence is left a Street, one. hundred Foot 
wide, parallel to the Tribunes Tents, and extending along 
the Forum, Prætorium, and Quæſtorium to either ſide of 
the Camp. | 5 
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POL YBIU:'S, Lib. 6. 13 
II. And along the upper ſide of this Street, are 


quarter'd the reſt of the extraordinary Horſe of the 


Allies facing the Forum, Prætorium and Quæſtorium. 

P. Through the middle of this diſpoſition of the 
Horſe from the General's Quarters is left a way fifty Foot 
broad, reaching to the Rear Side of the Camp, perpen- 
dicular to the ſaid broad Street. 


S. Then behind theſe Horſe are plac'd the reſt of the 
extraordinary Foot of the Allies facing the Rampart and 
Rear of the whole Encampment. 

T. And the Space left void on either hand toward the 
tranſverſe Sides, is left for Strangers, and ſuch of their 


Allies as may accidentally arrive. 


T. Thus the whole Figure of the Encampment makes 
an equilateral Square, which hath the reſemblance of 
a Town, in regard to the Diſpoſition of its Streets, 
and other Order and Symmetry therein oblerv'd. 


” ch. They raiſe the Rampart, every ſide * two hundred 


foot diſtant from the Tents. And this void Space yields 


them many and ſingular Conveniences: It is commo- 
dious for the marching in and out of the Legions; z for 


the Diviſions moving into this open Ground, every one 
thro' their own Strects, avoid the Confuſion and Diſor- 
der that would happen by crouding all thro' one Paſlage: 


_ hither they bring and ſecure in the Night, their Booty 


* This anſwers the Pomærium in a Town, 


of 
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of Cattle, and what Spoil they recover from the Ene— 
my; but chiefly it is of uſe to them, that in any Allault 
in the Night, neither Fire can be thrown, nor Darts to 
reach them, except ſome few, and thoſe ſpent, and ge- 
nerally harmleſs, on account of the great diſtance, and 


outmoſt Range of Tents. 

X. In deſcribing the Roman Camp, Polybins gives 
no dimenſions for the Rampart or Ditch, theſe varying 
according to the different Circumſtances they were in 

Fg » 


ng 
In the annex'd Plan, I make the Rawpart 12 Foot high 
and the Ditch 18 Foot broad, and as deep; becauſe Czſar 


fortify'd one of his Camps ſo, Caſtra in altitudinem pe- 
dum duodecim vallo, foſſaque duodeviginti pedum munire 
jubet. Lib. 2, de Bello Gall. cap. 5. 
+. Polybius gives us neither the Names nor Num- 
ber of the Ports; bur it's clear from other Authors there 
one to each ſide of the Camp, 118. 


were four in all, 
. Porta prætoria, from its being plac'd in the Rear bc 
"1 the Prætorium, (and from the eke, s Quarters veins | 
near it, and the Extraordinary, it was call'd ſometimes 
Quzſtoria, and ſometimes Extraordinaria;) Porta de- 
cumana, from its being plac'd in the Front before the 
enth Orders; Porta principalis dextra, and Porta prin- 


4 . cipalis ſiniſtra, from their opening one into the Right, 
the other into the Left of the Principia, betore the 


Quarters of all the Principal Officers, 
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